Speeches
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Are you looking for a way to have your ideas heard? Do you want to persuade
someone to look at an issue from your point of view? Or perhaps you want to
inform people about a topic you think they'd find interesting. A good speech
can be all these things—entertaining, informative, and persuasive.

Speeches can be such powerful, persuasive, and inspirational tools, and some

have helped to change history. Martin Luther King’s famous “I have a dream”
speech, for example, opened people’s eyes to social injustice and inspired them

to try to make their country a better place.

Writing Goals

As you develop your speech, ensure that you

* identify and model the features of speeches
s use an outline to develop and organize your argument
* include “narrative hooks” such as famous quotations, anecdotes, and jokes

* experiment with sentence lengths and style, and punctuation
Set one or two additional writing goals (skills you want to work on) for yourseff.
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Features of Speeches

A speech is spoken, but it is written first,

A main argument or opinlon is clearly stated at the beginning.

The body of the speech tries to convince the listener.

The main argument is supported by reasons and supporting facts.

The opposite viewpotnt is sometimes mentioned to point out its
weaknesses and to show that the speaker has considered all viewpoints.
Jokes, stories, anecdotes, famous quotations, song lyrics, or excerpts from
literature may be used for added effect and to interest the audience.
Speeches use emotional language to excite, inform, or persuade the
audience.

Choose an Idea

Write a speech about an issue that you care about or would like to learn
more about. The issue might be environmental, global, or socal.

Write a speech about a famous person in history; for example, Terry Fox
or Madame Curie.

Write a speech about a topic that interests you, such as the role of
technology in the classroom.
Write a speech that a famous politician or historical figure might give to

an audience. Be sure to check your facts so that your information is
correct.

Write a speech that you would give if you were running for the student
council at your school or for the leader of your youth group.

Writing a Speech

Planning

FOR MORE ABOUT THE WORDS IN 8OLD, SEE THE STYLE FILE.

1

Choose an issue or topic that would make an Interesting speech. Narrow
the focus of your issue or topic. It is easier to deal with a small partof a
larger issue.

3 Once you know your top,

4 Organize your information

2 Think about your audlene and

your purpose. Do you want to persuade,
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* How large is your audience? A
speech written in informal lan age
may be more appropriate for a smaller group, e

’ <§.z age is your audience? |f your speech is for younger students,
you'll have to keep it short, You might also consider using music,
Puppets, or props to make it more interesting for younger children.

ic and audience, it's time to gather your

Information. List the questions you want answers to and gather

Em.os_mzoa n.oa all the available sources. Make notes on any important
Or interesting information that you find. (For more about conducting
research, see pages 154-159 of the Tool Kit.)

by choosing five or six main ints to talk
about. Then write an outline by listing poi e

g points {accurate facts and
examples) for each main point. i

~

Speech Qutline
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Drafting

FOR MORE ABOUT THE WORDS IN BOLD, SEE THE STYLE FILE.

1 Write an exciting introduction to your speech. Writing the introduction
first will help you to focus on what you are going to say and how you are
going to say it. You could begin by asking an interesting question, telling
a famous quotation or a funny story, or making a surprising or unusual
comment. Your introduction should grab your listener's attention and
clearly state your argument or opinion.

2 Now use your outline to help you plan what you're going to say in the

body of your speech.

* Add facts and examples to the outline that will help your
audience understand your points and to convince them of your
viewpoint. You can use anecdotes, similes and metaphors, and
details about wito, what, where, when, wity, and how. (See the Skill Focus
for more about similes and metaphors.)

» Use your own words so your speech will sound natural when you

present it.
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3 Wri i
rite your conclusion. Recall the main points you have made and end

with a line that sums y i
P Your main argument
audience to take action, % R

4 Look N
Mx” for sections in ﬁws speech where you can use visuals o audio
gments. Visuals can include charts, diagrams, maps, photographs, or

Revising

As you revise your speech, consider the following suggestions.

— ¢

Does your speech make sense? Is it well organized?

Hav
:m<M you .usza your argument clearly in the introduction?
5 you sn_..aa. facts and examples to support your argument?
. € Your conclusion sum up the main points? .
* Have i .
i u.o:_._;oc_mz mgc.q the questions your audience might ask? Make
. ﬁamﬂw__ ave sh_caa information to answer these questions
our speech to make sure you i :
T you have enough material for the time

* Have you used a variety of
4l sentence styles and _
clarity? (See the Skill Focus.) i A
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Editing
FOR MORE ABOUT THE WORDS IN B0LD, st¢ THE TOOL KIT
Check your writing for

* sentence variety

* well-developed paragraphs
* proper punctuation and spelling
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When revising your
speech, ensure that the
punctuation helps to
clarify meaning and look
3t your sentence styles
and lengths. Read your
speech out loud. If you
stumble over a word, 3
sentence, or punctuation,
revise it to make it easier
to read.

Avoid overly long
sentences because they
are difficult to read, Use
fommas properly in longer
sentences so that yoy will
know when tg pause.

Vary the styte of your
sentences by asking 3
question angd then
answening it. by foltowing
3 long sentence with a
short one, ang by
Wnverting some sentences,

For more about
sentences angd
Punctuation, see pages
167-171 and 175-180 of
the Tool kit,
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Here are a few
suggestions to help you
present the best speech
that you can.

BEFORE YOUR SPEECKH

¢ Make cue cards. Use a
sepante recipe card
for each main point.

* Highlight words that
you want to emphasize
as you speak.

* Memorize your opening
line and your
conclusion.

¢ Practise giving your
speech in front of a

mirror.

* Tape-record your
speech and then listen
to it.

DURING YOUR SPEECH

* Make eye contact with

your audience.

o Speak loudly enough
to be feard cleariy.

¢ Be sure that you
appear relaxed in the
way you are standing
of sitting while
presenting your
speech,

o If you are giving a
formal speech, dress
for the part,

s Smile!

PERSUASIVE

O

Publishing

Present your speech to an audience.

Publish your speech in a class collection of speeches.

If your speech is about an issue, send a copy to someone involved in the
Issue; for example, the head of an organization or your Member of
Parliament.

¢ Present your speech on a local television or radio program, if possible.

¢ Videotape or audiotape your speech and choose appropriate music and
sound effects for the background.

Reflecting
* What new techniques did you learn from writing a speech?
* What did you learn about developing an argument and giving an

opinion?
¢ What advice would you give to someone who is writing and presenting a
speech? .

* Does it make a difference to write a speech for different audiences?
Which age groups do you like to speak to? Why?
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